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This Week in the COVID World 
  
These are the Vermont COVID numbers by day, for the past 8 days: 25, 22, 44, 23, 47, 72, 109 and 84 a 
rising tide that gave us 426 new infections, 15% of the total since March. These numbers include 7 new 
Addison County infections reported today, 2 in Middlebury.  
 
The past 7 day numbers of COVID infection spread for the region:  CT: 9,368; MA: 13,534;  ME: 942; NH: 
1,585; NY: 25,501; RI: 4,654.  
 
What more can anyone say? The trend is concerning. 
 
…And So, Thus Spake Zarathustra (AKA Gov. Scott) … 
 
Gatherings, including Halloween gatherings, have accounted for 71% of the new cases, and contact 
tracers are running into non-cooperation during their investigations. Enough is enough says the Gov, 
here it is in his own words: 
 
Effective Saturday, November 14, 2020 at 10:00 p.m.: 
 
 a. Multiple Household Social Gatherings Suspended. Attendance at all public and private social, 
recreational and entertainment gatherings, indoor and outdoor, including large social gatherings 
incidental to ceremonies, holiday gatherings, parties and celebrations, shall be limited to participation 
with only members of a single household. For the sake of clarity, nothing in this Order prohibits the 
gathering of members living in the same residence. Individuals who live alone may gather with members 
of their immediate family residing in a different household.  
 
b. Restaurant Hours and Seating Limits. All 1st class licensees (restaurants) must be closed to in-person 
dining at 10:00 p.m., but may provide food and beverage alcohol, including spirit-based drinks and malt 
and vinous product accompanying food orders through curbside pick-up, drive-through, and delivery 
services for off-site consumption after 10:00 p.m. in accordance with Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development (“ACCD”) Worksafe Guidance. Restaurants must provide seated dining service 
only and to no more than one household per table in accordance with Section 2(a) above as well as the 
occupancy limits set forth in ACCD Worksafe Guidance.  
 
c. Closure of Bars and Social Clubs. 2nd and 4th class licensees and licensees other than 1st class 
licensees who serve food, or partner with entities who serve food, including bars and social clubs shall 
suspend operations; however, bars and social clubs may offer take-out, curbside pickup and delivery of 
beverage alcohol, including spirit-based drinks and malt and vinous product. For purposes of this Order, 
“bars and social clubs” means establishments generally held out to be a bar, club, tavern, brew pub, 
brewery, microbrewery, distillery pub, winery, cidery, tasting room or other place of public 
accommodation licensed to serve beverage alcohol, including spirit based drinks and malt and vinous 
product and, if serving food, only serves snacks, pre-made food, microwaveable or other food items not 
required to be prepared in an on-site kitchen equipped to provide menu service.  
 



d. Contact Log. All restaurants and other public accommodations which host organized non-essential 
activities shall maintain an easily accessible, legible log of all employees, customers, members and 
guests and their contact information, including name, address, phone number and email address for 30 
days in the event contact tracing is required by VDH. For the sake of clarity, this requirement applies to 
all employees and all guests in every party.  
 
e. Consent to Contact. All customers, members and guests providing information in accordance with 
section 2(d) above, consent to be contacted by the VDH Contact Tracing Team  
 
f. Contact Tracing Compliance. To preserve the public health and safety, to ensure the health and safety 
of the State, and to prevent the spread of COVID-19, Vermonters are directed to comply with requests 
made by the VDH Contact Tracing Team. Vermonters who have been identified as a case or a close 
contact are required to: i. Promptly answer calls or otherwise respond to the VDH Contact Tracing Team; 
ii. Provide full, complete and truthful information concerning places they have been, activities they have 
engaged in and persons with whom the individual has had close contact, including contact information 
when possible; iii. Comply with all VDH recommended quarantine and isolation periods and testing. 
Failure to comply with this provision may result in referral to the Office of the Attorney General for 
enforcement.  
 
g. Recreational Sports. All recreational sports programs, including organized and/or informal 
recreational youth and adult league sports, practices, games and tournaments, are hereby suspended. 
This suspension shall not apply to school-sponsored sports activities which are subject to applicable 
Agency of Education Guidance. 
 
 h. Returning College Students. All students who are returning home from a college or university, in-
state or out of state, shall quarantine at home for fourteen days, with a test for COVID-19 strongly 
encouraged, or quarantine for no less than seven (7) days at which time they must be tested for 
COVID19. 
 
 i. Telework. All businesses, not-for-profit entities and municipal government entities in the State shall 
reinstitute, to the maximum extent possible, or reemphasize to the extent necessary, telecommuting or 
work from home procedures. In person meetings are strongly discouraged and all meetings should be 
held by telephone or electronically to avoid in person meetings whenever possible. 
 
Midd College Under Quarantine 
 
From Sue Ritter at the College:  
 
The College is moving into campus quarantine Friday night at 6:00 p.m., and will offer COVID-19 testing 
to all students prior to their departure next week. 
 
Please note that students living in Middlebury and other areas in Vermont who are studying remotely or 
who are on leave are not subject to the quarantine. The quarantine applies only to students living on 
campus and to students living off-campus who are enrolled to study on campus. (There was some 
confusion last August when community members observed students in town and assumed  they were in 
violation of quarantine requirements. Many of these students had been here all summer). We have had 
excellent compliance from students overall, and are hopeful that this trend will continue for the next 
week.  



 
Testing 
 
Pop-up testing registration: https://vermont.force.com/events/s/selfregistration 
Tuesdays here in Midd at the VDH District Office, but there are locations all around the state. A lot of 
people are testing right now. 
Walgreens testing in Essex Jct and Brattleboro: https://www.walgreens.com/findcare/covid19/testing 
Kinney Drugs testing: https://secure.kinneydrugs.com/pharmacy/covid-19/ 
ClearchoiceMD: https://ccmdcenters.com/coronavirus2019 
Testing site finder (scroll to the bottom of the page and fill in the area information) 
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/testing/where-get-tested 
 
If you are ill, call your health provider for testing. 
 
VDH is underway with getting up to speed  with expanded testing. 
 
Where We Go From Here 
 
Well, that’s up to all of us, individually and in cohort. Dr. Levin says get tested, cooperate with contact 
tracers, follow the rules to keep people working, keep kids in school, and keep the medical services from 
getting overwhelmed.  Many people who contract this disease have no symptoms, some have mild 
symptoms, some have catastrophic symptoms and some develop serious problems that are long-lasting, 
and some die.  A bit of Russian roulette folks, place your bet, take your risks, but for goodness sake, 
don’t transmit the disease to others. 
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